26               THE STORY OF THE MOORS.    [CHAP. iv.

was so closely pursued that he was forced to fly into
the Pyrenean gorge with his wife and a few faithful
followers. They gained a little valley where they
hoped to be safe, and he laid the exhausted Lampegia
on the grass beside a waterfall, and was giving het
drink when the cry of their enemies was heard. The
servants fled, but Abi Nessa, with his wife in his arms,
was overtaken. He perished, either being slain or leap-
ing clown a precipice, and Lampegia was deemed too
lovely for any fate but the wretched one of being sent
to the Khalif s harem at Damascus.

Abd-el-Rhaman then traversed the Pass of Ronces-
valles. and, as Eudes hurried back to meet him, routed
the forces of Aquitaine and plundered Bordeaux, which
was full of riches. He promised his men the spoil of
Tours, where the great abbey of St. Martin was one of
the richest shrines of the West. Meantime, Eudes had
hurried to inform his late enemy, Karl of the Hammer,
of the danger. It was no time for disputes among Chris-
tians. The question was to be decided whether the Gospel
or the Koran should be the rule of the West. Karl saw
the need. He was beyond the Rhine when the call
reached him, but he sent out the ban or summons to
all the dominions of the Meerwings to join him at
Tours, and hurried on, his host gathering as he went
Austrasian Franks from the eastern forests, Burgun-
dians from the Jura., Neustrian Franks from the farms
of the Seine, with their Gaulish vassals, Romanised
Gauls from the cities ; all feeling the peril of the
much-loved shrine of the warrior saint and bishop, if
they did not understand the mightier issues of the
strife.

Abd-el-Rhaman had reached the very gates of Tours